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ABSTRACT

Kelileh wa Demnelinas always been regarded as an important bookdia,liran and among Islamic Societies
from different perspectives. This importance emerfjem the point that one can explicitly see thkesoof three great

cultures of Oriental world namely India, Iran anch territories.

Most of the stories ifKelileh wa Demnelare allegorical and stated by animals. Incorpogatinimal characters
into Kelileh wa Demnehs due to its political content. The storiesKplileh wa Demnehmostly reflect the triangle of
power (India, Iran and Islamic World) in the Eastdathus, represent the political culture, the pos@urces, and its
impact on social strata in its best form. Studytimg content oKelileh wa Demnelhelps in analyzing the structure of then

era political culture and its great impacts on aband individual behavior of the people.

The beliefs of the modern theorists illustrate plo@nt that the power and the political culture inmsely impact
the social and individual behavior of the peoplsd the pyramid of the power creation in societyd&# emergence of
some kinds of behaviors and thoughts that direstuence the people’s behavior, and even theirabim and
relationship with other societies. In other wortisg political culture of a society has direct cartimm with human
relationships.

In the present paper the power and political calamd their impacts on the behavior and charaétirecEastern

society will be surveyed resorting to the contdrthe Kelileh wa Demneh
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INTRODUCTION

Kelileh wa Demnetirom the time it entered Iran till it was transkhtsto Persian they had undergone heavy
changes. It can be stated tKatileh wa Demnels a product of cultural interactions between Indlian and Arab-Islamic

world.

One of the interesting subjects that is worth stuglyn Kelileh wa Demnelis power and political culture and

their impact on behavior of the society.

Kelileh wa Demnelwas written based on Indian culture in India, butvas later on mingled with Iranian, Syriac,
and Arabic cultures and languages. This book igxract of these cultures. It is so valuable sgmbtically that the
Indian Kings refused to let it be taken to othemrtoies. Anoshiravan, King of Iran, wanted to shaogver with Borzoyeh

in order to be able to take the book to Iran fanbdranslated into PersiaMnshi, 1993p.36).
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In different parts of the book many sententiousistoare embedded which are derived from Arabiguage of
Post-Islam era. In the original book some of suattgpare not present. Translators have added sarth o the original
book in following eras. The manner of the selectidrihe stories to be embeddedKrlileh wa Demnelshows that its
writers enjoyed intellectual and cultural maturitye point that in the stories the need for diaksgis explicitly seen show
the fact that in then era there was individual sodal freedom; the point that allows the readensch at a conclusion.
As we know, the stories ikelileh wa Demnetfare told from the language of the animals andithttone so for the stories
were political in nature and the writer could wraaything about politics by making use of animahreltters. The
behavior and humane relations of then era couldebermined by studying the culture and politicsvplent inKelileh wa

Demneh

Studying the political culture and the power stauetin Kelileh wa Demnelprovides the opportunity to discover
some of such behaviors and human relationshipheofAncient Iran; a culture which had had great esharcreation of

Kelileh wa Demneh
The political power irkelileh wa Demnelis of two types:
» Power accompanied by strength
e Power based on pattern (standard)

In the stories when it is talked about reign, listhe King and has the power which is accompawigid strength.
Even in the stories where the lion has lost hisgroWwe still owns the right to act as the King, aodother animal regards
himself a King. In some of the stories, of courmey kind of animals have their own King. But, thisppens only when
there is no lion in the story, and also the memtibKing is only King of a group of animals and aditof them. So, it
could be stated that as long as there is a lidhérstory, no other animal is and can be the Kingas to be mentioned that
in culture and politics of then era not only themeo accompanied by strength was important, but tisorace and the
blood of the King was a source for his power. Sahén the society admits the strength, there as pasvavell for nobody
objects to it” Mohamma dzadel1996, p.394).

In Kelileh wa Demnelmo animals objects to lion being a King. Kinghis turn, orders the down line animals for
he has the blood and race of a King and the soawtyits, and therefore he has power. But where gioels perspective

come from?

At the beginning of each chapter the King of InfRaja) andBrahmanstart talking and the King asks questions
from BrahmanandBrahmanstarts explaining the manner of governance irctwntry by telling him the storieBrahmin

is the symbol of logic and wisdom.

In fact the point that the King is accompanied vBilahmanfacilitates people admitting reign and power af th
King. This is thePlato's theses about governance and philosoptgto established a relationship between governance and
power and asks the philosophers to become King, simce this is impossible he recommends the Kimgsttdy

philosophy and accompany the philosophers (RahBagi9, p.96).

In Kelileh wa Demnelthe Brahmanhas the role of a philosopher and always statsstiie wise people must be

chosen only. This has two results:
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« Kingdom is acceptable for only the bests are chosen
e Only the wise people govern.

In Kelileh wa Demnela lion is always the King and usually a jackahdox is his minster and they never become
a King. This is the culture prevalent in the Oridahoting the point that the power never is givethe elites. It is as such

that in some stories such as ‘The Lion and theddxThe Lion and the Jackal’ the elites even fipget punished.

As mentioned above, selection of a King in tradigibOriental culture was done based on strength.iBthe storiesThe

Monkey and the TurtleAnd ‘The Princess and the King’s Companiahss people who select the King.

Based on cultural and political stipulationskaflileh wa Demnelthe King is the prime power holder who secures
and takes care of the strata order in the sodidged on such provision each person has to livésimwn place and do
not get out of his social stratum. King is the persvho has to watch for such provision to be exatuwtell. This is the
reason why in then culture the marriages of theglsifiamily happened inside the family and nobodyned a person out

of such family circle.

In ‘The Lion and the Oxivhich is based on Indian culture, the ®énzbeh while being chosen by the lion, dies
for he gets out of his limitation, or th@lemnehmakes other animal furious for he wants to appgrode King's
dominating realm and limitation. The murder $fienzbeland Demnehwho are of the minsters’ and the elites’ stratum

resembles the murders of the minsters which hagpeefre and after Islam.

Kelileh wa Demneltautions the King about the conspiracies, corrmgti@nd the competition among his court
servants through advice. But, a look at the histhrgws that power has always been loveable touh®h beings, and the

advices such as those put forwarddglileh wa Demnelhave never decreased such inclination among them.

WHAT BEHAVIORS HAVE BEEN CREATED BY POLITICAL CULTU RE OF THE KELILEH WA
DEMNEH? IN OTHER WORDS, WHAT SOCIAL AND INDIVIDUAL CHARAC TERISTICS HAS
THE TRADITIONAL PROCEDURE LED TO?

Holiness of the King

In traditional system the absolutism was regarded &alue. The immunity of the King from the migakand
lapses is one of the main features of absolutisnelwivas inspired to the people by ruling power. Bach ruling group
presenting a picture of the King void from any kioiddeficit and taint was an unavoidable necessitlythe King being

looked at as a source of all virtues void fromdaifects leads to power stabilization in such saset

So inKelileh wa Demnelthe Kings mistakes are born by other entitieshefdtories. For instance, ‘ifhe Crow,
the Wolf, ‘the Jackal, the Lion and the Camdhe lion gives shelter and lets the camel apprdaoh but the lions
companions in the story do not let the mistake théated to the lion Monshi1993, p.107). This is as such that even if
the King makes a mistake he is still adored byskisvants and if a person carries out a job suadbssthey relate that
success to the King for King is the only one whgs wisdom. King enjoys all the good physical apdritual virtues.
He is the all-knower of the earth. There is no flebjection applicable to his deeds for he vgise man {onshj 1993,

p: 256).

The King’s being holy is not for religious reasoitss to make the King's power and strength acablgt to the
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people creating hypocrisy and lies in the society.
Conspiracy

In the culture reflected ielileh wa Demnehconspiracy and gossips are prevalent. Most ofctivespiracies

begin by gossips and the society accepthienzbelgets stuck by the gossips.

When there is fear, gossips appear as a result,iratice societies where the information circulatisnnot
noticeable and no exact news are available, a &inchgue and mysterious situation emerges wheracthasations are
readily created and believed by the people. In #r@nthe selection of the people was not basedaitaoracy, and the
authority limitation of the people was not muchacland the law was what the King wished. This & réason why the

regulations changed now and again making the gréamcteation of the gossips and conspiracies.

As Kiani states “gossips are utilized by the polith and power-holders to reach their aims and atibps”
(Kiani, 2006, p.134).

So, it can be stated that gossips form a kind &figal culture. In‘The Lion and the Oxstory Shenzbelffinds no

opportunity to defend him. Any reader can undexsthat it is the power and tyranny of the King doeslet him do so.

There is no such definition for law in the mentidrpolitical structure, and the mentioned group @fge has no
say in such system. In other words, law is the King his ruling groups’ will and intention that ciges as per their wish.
Lack of definite laws in choosing and controllingetrelationship of the individuals in such circlgsl the gossips and

conspiracies scatter.
OPPORTUNISM

There are no equal opportunities in traditionalitipall culture and system, and the individuals ao¢ able to

create progress grounds for themselves by usuad.way

In ancient political culture, due to lack of sugsion, anyone tried to make an opportunity for tkelwes. In
Kelileh wa Demnelarious references have been made to shrewdneisssfirewdness means being opportunistic because
of which one needs to lie. Demneh is one of thé tleagracters who enjoys all such virtues. He isaie who belongs to
the rustic people’s stratum and wishes to appralehruling group owing to his wisdom and shrewdresd introduce
himself as one of the closest servants of the Kitgythinks the best way to do so is to behave peg’K preferences. He,
owing to his wisdom, comes to know that the Kingnislifficult situation and uses that opportunityreach his goals. The

main reason for such behavior is to approach tlegrpyramid and (Nasr, 2000, p: 103)

In the next stage he tries to maintain his positiod his slogan is to behave according to any gsiermtion
(Monshi, 1993, p: 279).

SECRECY AND DISGUISE

Maintaining others’ secrets is a good behavior, toot much emphasis to do so is not supposed to dg@od
behavior. InKelileh wa Demnetpower is accompanied by strength, there is na tvasveen political system and the
people. From the other hand, the trust among tbelpdas destroyed as well. Resultantly, secrecydisguise becomes a

significant principle and gives noticeable powestane individuals and accentuates their presenomgithe people. The
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writers of theKelileh wa Demnehegard secrecy and disguise a positive and nagetsai of the characters employed in
their stories. Such mistrust is so prevalenKelileh and Demnelthat it is stated that “do not trust your frienaisd

companions” (Monshi, 1993, p.99).

Typically, in such conditions the political behawvand its unwelcome impacts increase.

People’s Role

People are not so important and have no role.dratitient writings the worpeopleis used very less. If ever it
was employed, it referred to human beings or tineases of the King. The worslervantis used to mean people or in fact

those who serve the King for he is the best.

It is the peoples’ obedience which connects theth thie King. All the people are his servants fokkhews their
good better than themselves. It is better to say ttie relationship between the King and the peaplée that of the
shepherd with his flock of sheep. The King protehts people not because of their importance, boalee of the profit

they provide him. So, the cultures, as seeikdlieh wa Demnehbring about behaviors:

Table 1

The Power and Political
Culture in Kelileh wa Demneh Results
1 | Holiness of the King Hypocrisy and Lie
2 | Conspiracy Gossip and Accusatign
3 | Opportunism Deception
4 | Secrecy Lack of Trust
5 | People’s Role Serving and Obeying

DISCUSSIONS AND CONCLUSIONS

Since the political culture and the power are af Hignificant elements in giving shape to the thuand
behavior of the people in any society, studyinchselements oKelileh wa Demnehwhich has stemmed from the ancient
Oriental countries including India, Iran as well&sb communities, will reveal many facts about lamnbeings and their

relationships in such societies.

One of the characteristics of the Oriental socseiBecategorization of the people as such thahirgdhe power-
holders’ category is not easy at all."Tine Lion and the Ox'the most significant story of théelileh wa DemnelDemneh
is killed for he wanted to approach the power-hdteategory Shenzbelis also killed for the same reason. The history of
India shows the same trend as well. It is seenithéndian political culture there always dominatih@ system where

different categories existed.

The caste-class system and the related politiddireuhave immensely impacted the theme and starfidhe
Kelileh wa DemnehMost of the stories revolve around the conspiracyl, generally, the relationships and wishesef t

higher-ranking castes of the society are alwaysdta

The writers of theKelileh wa Demneltried to educate political culture, but many ogithstories were written
based of conspiracy, trickery, opportunism, etclikénthe moral dialogues, such kind of culture hiagpacted the

characters of the stories and it still survives aghthe Oriental (Indian, Iranian, and Arabian) geofsuch behaviors

Impact Factor(JCC): 1.7843- This article can be dowloaded from www.impactjournals.us




[ 90

Arnavaz Firoozian Esfahani |

include: talking ironically, maintaining secrecwgnaplimenting, hypocrisy, lying, and lack of trustathers.
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